A final comment. Our Changing Planet is the title of this little booklet explaining the extensive network of research going on in the United States. It is an affort to put together the bits and pieces that enable us to understand and live with our planet. This has to be the most fantastic period yet in human history. Why? We must learn how the whole earth system works, and all together mankind must learn how to manage it.
World wide there are thousands of scientists busily engaged in tens of thousands of activities. And you are a part of this and will become more involved as you pursue your careers-whichever pathway you travel you are a part of our changing planet.
The most important thing I could possibly say to you is-have fun. Have FUN ... because that is the key to living and enjoying the wonders that are around you everywhere.
Pedology is but one way to have fun. Yet for us, it is the best we can imagine.
Dilatancy and Thixotropy: Commonly Misused Terms and Confused Phenomena
Earl B. Alexander 1 I have demonstrated dilatancy, as encountered, on many soil survey field reviews. A common response is "Oh, thixotropy." Few soil surveyors are convinced that dilatancy has no relation to thixotropy. Most are familiar with the term thixotropy, but few know anything about it. Many even believe that dilatancy is related to volcanic glass. Because they confuse thixotropy and dilatancy, when they see dilatant behavior, they think volcanic glass. This short note is an attempt to clear up some of the confusion about dilatancy and thixotropy.
Definitions
Dilatancy and thixotropy are terms that engineers apply much more commonly than pedologists. Engineering definitions of these terms are practically the same as they are defined in the second edition of the 20-volume Oxford English Dictionary (Simpson and Weiner, 1989).
